
Newsbites 
 
Avid after Ovid 

 

After a long time out of fashion Ovid's Metamorphoses seems to have become "modern" 

again. A huge collaborative project is in progress for a large number of contemporary poets 

to translate one metamorphosis each. Extracts by Seamus Heaney, Tom Paulin, and others 

have already appeared. And on 6th November the closing event of the Poetry International 

1994 at the South Bank was an evening with no fewer than thirteen poets performing their 

retellings of Ovid's stories of pass ion and mutation. They included Fleur Adcock, Ted 

Hughes, and the great Australian Les Murray. 

 

Ovid stop-press 

 

The volume After Ovid edited by Michael Hofman and James Lasdun has just been published 

by Faber. The forty contributors, who have all done their contributions especially for this 

volume, are from Britain, Ireland, America, Australia, and New Zealand. They include Ted 

Hughes, Tom Paulin, Fred D'Aguiar, and Carol Ann Duffy. Ovid gets strange bedfellows into 

his papyrus roll! 

 

Athens Metro continued 

 

We now have a " birds-eye" photograph of the excavations in Syntagma Square, reported in 

the last issue. The archaeologists (who held up the underground railway for more than a 

year) found the ancient bed of the Eridanos River, and a road along its north bank. This was 

lined by over 100 burials, dating from the fifth century BC to the third century AD. Also of 

special interest was the discovery of workshops from the heyday of classical Athens for 

casting bronze statues. “Pheidias worked here”? 

 

Omnibus artist 

 

Kath Walker has enjoyed drawing from an early age, especially figures. When she was about 

sixteen, she discovered the nineteenth century graphic artist, Aubrey Beardsley, who 

specialised in decadent black and white figures. Beardsley’s style greatly influenced Kath, as 

has the work of Gustav Klint and the illustrators Ralph Steadman and Ouentin Blake. After 

graduating in Fine Art at Oxford University, where she briefly adopted a minimalist approach 

and developed a love of colour, Kath worked as a graphic designer, before embarking on a 

career as an illustrator. Three years later she has established two main styles: quirky 

humorous figures used mainly in magazines and brightly coloured buildings which sell 



through galleries. She has also produced a range of greetings cards depicting classical gods 

and athletic Greek figures all in fabulous full colour which can be obtained from 123 

Friargate, Preston, PR1 2EE, where Kath has her studio. 

 

Roman-Welsh boat 

 

The most complete boat from the Roman era ever to be recorded in Britain has been 

discovered in an old river-channel in Gwent. It was flat-bottomed, over 25 feet long, and 

was used to transport animals and pottery. 

 

Trojan Women to be unveiled 

 

We hear on the grapevine that a new production of Euripides' Trojan Women is to be staged 

at the National Theatre in London, probably in spring 1995. Apparently the women of the 

"middle-eastern" chorus are to be modelled on the customs and costumes of lslam. 

 

Electronic Electra 

 

After a recent showing of Elektra (the Strauss Opera version) the critics in The New York 

Times wrote: "once again. . . Greek tragedy proves remarkably attuned to our times . . . 

grappling with primal sources, not psychobabble, proves curiously refreshing". 

 

Sculptor in Greece 

 

In the last issue there was news about the 'Trojan War Exhibition' by the grand old man of 

modern British sculpture, Sir Antony Caro (see page 5 for his 'Walls of Ilion' – his 'Zeus' is 

shown below). He is now going to Greece for the first time in his life – up until now he has 

been afraid that the impressions would be too strong. 

 

Epidauros for 40 years 

 

The Epidauros Festival, which puts on performances of ancient Greek plays every weekend 

throughout the summer, began in 1954. The local village of Ligourio has published a book of 

photographs of all productions to celebrate the anniversary. 

 

The latest in atlases 

 

It is a long time since the last proper Atlas of the ancient Greek and Roman World was 

published. Work has been under way for a new one to be published by Princeton University 

Press in America, under the editorship of Richard Talbert. Progress has been so good that it 



has been announced that it should appear before the year 2000. The map-making exploits 

all the latest technology, including satellite maps from the US Defense Department. 

 

4000 coins 

 

Israeli archaeologists have been "excavating" a wreck off the coast of Haifa. Its contents 

included 4000 tetradrachms minted at Paphos in Cyprus in 145 B.C. 

 

Digging Crimea 

 

The demolition of the Iron Curtain from the ancient Greek sites along the north coast of the 

Black Sea, partly in Ukraine, Russia, and Georgia, has been largely bad news for 

archaeologists: the free market in treasure-hunting has meant unprecedented looting of the 

sites to satisfy the insatiable market in antiquities. It is good to hear, however, that there is 

to be a proper large-scale excavation, led by Joseph Carter of the University of Texas, of the 

important ancient Greek city of Chersonesos. This is near modern Sevastopol in the Crimea, 

headquarters of the former Soviet fleet. 


